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Leading Community Bank Accelerates SBA Loan Closures, Demonstrating Unwavering Support for Small Businesses Amid Challenging Times
LAGRANGE, Ga. – Feb. 10, 2026 – While many financial institutions slowed or paused during the federal government shutdowns, and others continue to scale back or exit government-guaranteed lending programs through the Small Business Administration (SBA) and the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), Community Bank & Trust moved in the opposite direction. The bank accelerated, deploying capital, closing loans, and delivering reliable financing to small businesses and rural communities when access to credit was needed most.
The 125-year-old institution, which originated its first government-guaranteed loan in 1984, closed nine SBA loans totaling $19.56 million in the first month of 2026, delivering critical capital to small businesses at a time when traditional financing channels stalled.
“This performance came amid one of the most uncertain operating environments lenders have faced in years,” said Jeremy Gilpin, CEO of Community Bank & Trust. “Our momentum sends a clear message: We don’t retreat during challenging times, we lean in. While others are stepping away from SBA and USDA lending, we’re moving forward because our communities depend on it.” 
Each loan supported business expansions or acquisitions and job creation or preservation, reinforcing the essential role small businesses play in the local economies. Despite policy and operational disruptions tied to the shutdown, Community Bank & Trust remained fully operational, maintaining disciplined underwriting, proactive borrower support, and consistent closings.
Supported by its sister company, Phoenix Lender Services, the bank continued advancing transactions seamlessly.
“The team's performance wasn’t accidental; it was intentional,” Gilpin added. “While others waited for a vote,” our team focused on solutions. We stand shoulder-to-shoulder with our borrowers, serving as Main Street’s first line of support when it matters most.”
January’s momentum sets the tone for 2026, positioning the bank as a stabilizing force for entrepreneurs and growing businesses navigating an evolving economic and regulatory landscape.
“Closing nearly $20 million in SBA loans during a shutdown wasn’t about volume; it was about values. Access to capital shouldn’t pause when conditions get hard. Showing up consistently is exactly when lenders matter most,” said Stephanie Dunn, Chief Revenue Officer at Phoenix Lender Services.
For more information about loan options or ways to expand your small business, please visit https://redapplebank.com/ or https://phxbusiness.com/. 
About Community Bank & Trust
Community Bank & Trust is a locally headquartered community bank delivering SBA, USDA, and government-guaranteed lending nationwide. Together with Phoenix Lender Services and Thomas Financial Group, Community Bank & Trust combines community-bank values with national lending capabilities to support small businesses, rural markets, and underserved communities.
[bookmark: _1y6qp31qg8sr]About Phoenix Lender Services
Phoenix Lender Services is a Lender Service Provider (LSP) providing specialized loan origination, underwriting, servicing, operational support and portfolio management solutions for SBA and USDA government-guaranteed lending programs. Operating within the Community Bankshares Inc. family, Phoenix empowers banks to scale efficiently while maintaining industry-leading technology, compliance and performance standards.
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